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MINUTES  

VIRTUAL SPECIAL CALLED SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

ALEXANDRIA CITY SCHOOL BOARD  

June 19, 2020 (12:00 p.m.) 
 

 
ROLL CALL 
THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT AT THE MEETING: 

BOARD MEMBERS:  Cindy Anderson  

Veronica R. Nolan  

Meagan L. Alderton 

Ramee A. Gentry 

Jacinta Greene  

Margaret Lorber 

Michelle Rief 

Christopher A. Suarez 

Heather Thornton 
 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Dr. Gregory C. Hutchings, Jr., Susan Neilson, Shanel Hill, Dr. Mozingo, 

Sarah Whelan, Rene Paschal, Dr. Gerald Mann, Jr.  
 

 

Meetings held via Zoom 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call to Order  

1. Meeting Called to Order by Chair Anderson  

Chair Anderson called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m. Upon roll call, all members of the 

School Board were present at the start of the meeting. 

 Moment of Silence  

2. Observe a Moment of Silence 

A moment of silence was observed. 

 

 

On March 12, 2020, Virginia Governor Ralph Northam declared a State of Emergency in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, in accordance with Va. Code § 2.2-3708.2(A)(3) and Acts of 
Assembly Chap. 1283 § 4-0.01(g), virtual School Board meetings held during the State of Emergency 
are limited to: 

 addressing the public health emergency declared on March 12, 2020 (Va. Code § 44-146.17); 
and 

 business that is necessary to continue school division operations and to discharge the School 
Board's lawful purposes, duties, and responsibilities. 

Notice of any virtual School Board Meetings will be posted on the ACPS Calendar and on the School 
Board Meeting web page, where the public may link to join or watch live meetings. Virtual Special 
Called School Board Meetings may also be watched live in Alexandria on Comcast Channel 71. Video 
recordings and minutes for these meetings are posted online as soon as available after the meeting. 
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Adoption of Meeting Agenda 

3. Adopt the Meeting Agenda for the June 19, 2020 Virtual Special Called School Board 

Meeting 

Ms. Lorber moved to adopt the meeting agenda for the June 19, 2020 Virtual Special Called 

School Board Meeting. Ms. Gentry seconded the motion.  

The vote to adopt the meeting agenda for June 19, 2020 was unanimous, 9-0. The motion carried. 

The vote was taken by roll call. 

Communications & Addresses to the Board 

4. Public Comments 

There were no public comments submitted. 

Consent Calendar 

5. Procurement Action: William Ramsay Elementary School Roof Replacement Contract 

6. Procurement Action: Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy HVAC Replacement Contract 

7. Delegation of Authority for Financial Functions 

8. Donation to ACPS 

9. Appoint Nelson Aguilar to the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Advisory Committee 

10. Appoint  Monica West to the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Advisory Committee 

11. Minutes for the June 9 and June 12, 2020 Virtual Special Called School Board Meetings 

Ms. Gentry moved to adopt the Consent Calendar. Ms. Alderton seconded the motion. 

Mr. Suarez asked to pull “Appoint Daphney Denerville-Davis to the Talented and Gifted (TAG) 

Advisory Committee” from the Consent Calendar.  

The vote to adopt the amended Consent Calendar was unanimous, 9-0. The motion carried. The 

vote was taken by roll call. 

Items Pulled from the Consent Calendar 

12. Appoint Daphney Denerville-Davis to the Talented and Gifted (TAG) Advisory Committee 

Mr. Suarez pulled this item from the Consent Calendar to bring attention to Dr. Denerville-Davis’ 

appointment to the committee given her relevant credentials and perspective as an African-

American woman. He believes she will bring invaluable insight to the committee and the school 

division, especially regarding opportunity gaps in the TAG program.  

Mr. Suarez moved to appoint Dr. Denerville-Davis to the TAG Advisory Committee. Ms. Greene 

seconded the motion. 

The vote to appoint Dr. Daphney Denerville-Davis to the Talented and Gifted (TAG) Advisory 

Committee was 8-0. Ms. Lorber was unable to vote due to technical issues. The motion carried.  

Old Business & Action Items 

13. Resolution Condemning Systemic Racism and Affirming Commitment to Educational 

Equity for All 

Chair Anderson thanked her colleagues, especially Ms. Thornton, for their efforts in drafting and 

committing to the resolution being adopted on Juneteenth.  

Ms. Gentry moved to adopt the Resolution Condemning System Racism and Affirming a 

Commitment to Educational Equity for All Students, Families and Staff. Ms. Greene seconded 

the motion.  
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The vote to adopt the resolution was unanimous, 9-0. The motion carried. The vote was taken by 

roll call. 

New Business and Reports to the Board 

14. Social Studies Textbook Adoption 

In January 2020, Alexandria City Public Schools initiated a local textbook review process to 

provide needed materials beginning in the 2020-2021 school year from the Virginia Department 

of Education’s (VDOE) approved a list of recommended textbooks for K-12 history and social 

science. Ms. Sarah Whelan, Social Studies Instructional Specialist, reviewed the membership of 

the Textbook Selection Committee (TSC) and the process by which the committee finalized its 

selections. She noted that consideration was given to the proposed materials’ inclusion of 

multiple perspectives and approach to highlighting typically marginalized and under-represented 

groups in history. Ms. Whelan emphasized that while the recommended textbooks address the 

Virginia Standards of Learning, they are not the only materials used in social studies instruction. 

Board Members and the public may review and provide feedback on the textbook selections 

through June 30 at the ACPS Textbook Warehouse located at 604 S. Pickett St. or online. This 

item will return to the School Board for a vote on July 10, 2020. 

15. 2020-2021 Samuel Tucker Elementary School Academic Calendar Revision 

Samuel Tucker Principal Rene Paschal discussed the proposal to align Tucker’s modified 

calendar with the traditional academic calendar for school year 2020-2021 to mitigate the impact 

of the COVID-19 school closure on the school community. The proposed calendar change 

prioritizes the health and safety of the Tucker community and will align it with the ACPS 4.0 

Enhanced Continuity of Learning Plan. Discussions with stakeholders were held through PTA 

and staff meetings. A survey to gauge support for this one-time alignment with other ACPS 

schools indicated broad support for the calendar adjustment. Mr. Paschal assured the Board and 

the community that this was a one-time adjustment and that the calendar for the 2021-2022 

school year, adopted by the Board on May 29, 2020, will return Samuel Tucker to a modified 

calendar. 

This item is expected to return on June 26, 2020 for a vote by the School Board. 

Chair’s Report 

16. Report from Cindy Anderson 

Chair Anderson thanked the PTA Council (PTAC) for so quickly raising the funds to purchase 

additional mobile hot spots for students who lacked internet connectivity. She also noted that 

members of the community have expressed a renewed interest in changing the names of some 

ACPS buildings and that a facilities renaming discussion will take place in the fall. Lastly, Chair 

Anderson invited the public to watch the Joint City Council/School Board Subcommittee Meeting 

on Monday, June 22 at 5:00 p.m.  

Superintendent’s Report 

17. School Board Weekly Q&A with Dr. Hutchings 

Superintendent Hutchings reported on the planning underway for the fall reopening of ACPS 

schools. He reported that cross-functional planning team chairs are already discussing strategies 

and that stakeholder engagement from parents, staff, students and community members will be 

solicited through focus groups, feedback sessions, online surveys and comments. Dr. Hutchings 

reported that the VDOE has issued a 138-page guidance documents on reopening schools and that 

ACPS will be methodical and strategic in its approach to reopening in alignment with the 

guidelines.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zh515Qa5RK5LlxAfAWDlfHwbfcw9QtZv/view
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Dr. Hutchings gave an update on the Strategic Plan and how feedback is being used to make 

adjustments to the plan.  

Dr. Hutchings also spoke of his personal experience with micro-aggressions and insensitive 

remarks he had recently received. He highlighted the importance of speaking out against such 

remarks, which call into question the professionalism and competence of Black men based on 

their clothes. 

School Board Members asked questions regarding student participation rates in distance learning 

from the Pulse Survey and inquired about summer learning.  

Closed Meeting and Certification of Closed Meeting 

18. Closed Meeting 

Vice Chair Nolan moved that the Board convene a Closed Meeting pursuant to Virginia Code 

2.2-3711(A)(1) for the discussion and consideration of employment, performance, and 

contractual matters for 25 specific public employees. 

Ms. Greene seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, 9-0, to convene a Closed Meeting. 

The motion carried. The vote was taken by roll call. 

The Board moved into a Closed Meeting at 1:27 p.m. and returned at 2:26 p.m. 

19. Certification of Closed Meeting 

Vice Chair Nolan moved that pursuant to Virginia Code 2.2-3712, that the Board certifies that to 

the best of each member’s knowledge, only public business matters identified in the motion by 

which the Closed Meeting was convened, and which are lawfully exempted by the Freedom of 

Information Act, were heard, discussed or considered by the Board in the Closed Meeting held on 

June 19, 2020. 

Mr. Suarez seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, 8-0, to certify the Closed Meeting. 

Ms. Alderton left the meeting prior to the Certification of the Meeting. The motion carried. The 

vote was taken by roll call. 

Adjournment 

20. Adjourn 

On a motion by Ms. Gentry and seconded by Ms. Lorber, the Board voted unanimously, 8-0, to 

adjourn. The vote was taken by roll call. 

The meeting ended at 2:28 p.m. 

 

      

_____________________________________   _______________________________ 

Cindy Anderson, Chair      Clerk/Deputy Clerk 

These minutes were adopted at the June 26, 2020 School Board Meeting. 

 


