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MINUTES  

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

ALEXANDRIA CITY SCHOOL BOARD  

March 5, 2020 (7:00 p.m.) 
 

 
ROLL CALL 
THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT AT THE MEETING: 

BOARD MEMBERS:  Cindy Anderson  

Veronica R. Nolan  

Meagan L. Alderton 

Ramee A. Gentry 

Jacinta Greene  

Margaret Lorber 

Michelle Rief 

Christopher A. Suarez 

Heather Thornton 
 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Dr. Gregory C. Hutchings, Jr., Susan Neilson, Shanel Hill, Amiya 

Chisolm, Dr. Terri Mozingo, Dr. Gerald R. Mann, Jr., Erika Gulick, Mignon Anthony, Dr. Tricia Jacobs 
 

 

Call to Order  

1. Meeting Called to Order by Chair Anderson  

Chair Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. All members of the School Board were 

present at the start of the meeting.   

 Closed Meeting and Certification of Closed Meeting  

2. Closed Meeting 

3. Certification of Closed Meeting 

There was no Closed Meeting held.   

Pledge of Allegiance  

4. Pledge of Allegiance  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by students from the John Adams Early Childhood Center. 

Superintendent Hutchings gave remarks in recognition of the upcoming Week of the Young 

Child, which takes place from April 11-17, 2020. This annual celebration is sponsored by the 

National Association for the Education of Young Children and celebrates the early childhood 

programs and services that meet the needs of young children and their families. 

Ms. Jane Richardson, Early Childhood Special Education Program Coordinator, shared that there 

are currently over 500 students receiving quality education in Virginia Preschool Initiative (VPI) 

classrooms throughout the division.  

Ms. Richardson was joined by students from the Early Childhood Center, who performed a song 

for the School Board.  

Moment of Silence  

5. Observe a Moment of Silence 

A moment of silence was observed. 
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Adoption of Meeting Agenda 

6. Adopt the Meeting Agenda for the March 5, 2020 Called School Board Meeting 

Ms. Gentry moved to adopt the meeting agenda for the March 5, 2020 School Board Meeting. 

Ms. Alderton seconded the motion.  

The vote to adopt the meeting agenda for March 5, 2020 was unanimous, 9-0. A hand vote was 

taken. The motion carried. 

Communications & Addresses to the Board 

7. Public Comments 

Ms. Lynsey Eiseman, ACPS parent, spoke about street safety issues near Jefferson-Houston 

School. She requested clear markings for pedestrians, additional crosswalks and more stop signs 

to support pedestrian safety. 

Ms. Dawn Lucas, ACPS staff member and Education Association of Alexandria (EAA) 

President, asked the Board for its support in implementing collective bargaining. She shared that 

employees feel unheard and that the collaboration channels between employees and leadership 

are not functioning properly. Although progress has been made in EAA’s monthly meetings with 

ACPS leadership, there are currently no legally binding agreements. 

8. Report from Student Representatives Wilmer Carranza and Amiya Chisolm  

Mr. Carranza was absent and did not present a report. 

Ms. Chisolm reminded the Board that the Minority Student Achievement Network (MSAN) 

meeting with the equity team was scheduled for Thursday, March 12, 2020. She also shared that 

MSAN will be surveying students and staff members about microaggressions. Results from this 

survey will be shared with the School Board at the end of March. Ms. Chisholm congratulated the 

T.C. Williams Indoor Track and Field Team, which won third place overall in the State 

Conference. She also congratulated sophomore Wisdom Williams for her first place finish in the 

shot put, junior David Coles for his first place finish in the triple jump, and senior Kalkidan 

Gebiso for his second place finish in the pole vault event.  

Consent Calendar 

9. Adopt the Consent Calendar for March 5, 2020 

10. FY 2020 Preliminary Financial Report Ending January 31, 2020 

11. Contract Award for the Kitchen Renovation and Reconfiguration Project at John Adams 

Elementary School 

Ms. Gentry moved to adopt the Consent Calendar. Ms. Alderton seconded the motion.  

The vote to adopt the Consent Calendar was unanimous, 9-0. The motion carried. 

Items Pulled from the Consent Calendar 

No items were pulled from the Consent Calendar. 

Old Business & Action Items 

12. The High School Project 

Dr. Terri Mozingo, Chief Academic Officer, updated the Board on the status of the High School 

Project and noted that there are upcoming critical decisions and action steps to keep the High 

School Project on track.  

Dr. Gerald R. Mann, Jr., Executive Director of Secondary Instruction, reviewed the Educational 

Design Team’s (EDT) site visit to the Academies of Loudon and some of its emerging ideas 

regarding programming. These include smaller learning academies, increased project-based 
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learning and work experiences, innovative programming to emphasize school culture and 

programing, and ideas that will promote equity across the connected high school network. Dr. 

Tricia Jacobs, CTE Coordinator, reviewed the Industry Advisory Boards’ (IABs) steps toward 

finalizing their scope of work and Ms. Erika Gulick, Director of Capital Programs, Planning & 

Design, reviewed the High School Project’s timeline for moving from the planning stage into the 

design stage.   

New Business and Reports to the Board 

There were no items for New Business and Reports to the Board. 

Chair’s Report 

13. Report from Cindy Anderson 

Chair Anderson shared that Board Members will begin their Advisory Committee Liaison reports 

at upcoming Board Meetings. 

Superintendent’s Report 

14. Report from Dr. Gregory C. Hutchings, Jr. 

Superintendent Hutchings shared his recent opportunity to shadow two students for a full day at 

T.C. Williams High School. He was able to experience block scheduling, which made him realize 

how much energy and effort it takes to keep students engaged for 90-minute class periods. Dr. 

Hutchings encouraged all superintendents and senior leadership to plan a similar experience. He 

plans to also substitute teach a seventh grade class at George Washington Middle School in the 

future. 

Announcements 

15. Announcements 

Dr. Rief recognized the recent changes in the School Nutrition Services Department, including 

the incorporation of diverse food options and the department’s sustainability efforts to replace 

Styrofoam trays with compostable trays. Dr. Rief thanked those involved for all of their hard 

work.  

Ms. Greene gave an update on the recent work of the Athletic Hall of Fame Advisory Committee. 

They are currently in the process of narrowing down the nominees for the 2020 Athletic Hall of 

Fame and are still accepting nominations until March 31, 2020. Ms. Greene thanked the 

committee for its hard work. She also shared that she will soon be visiting Francis C. Hammond 

Middle School.  

Ms. Alderton, the Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) Board Liaison, shared that the 

committee is working on improving its visibility as a resource for parents and throughout the 

community. She acknowledged and thanked Ms. Helen Lloyd, Executive Director of 

Communications, for attending the meeting and sharing feedback on how SEAC can develop 

stronger communications with the community.  

Mr. Suarez acknowledged Talented and Gifted Advisory Committee Chair Laura Rose for her 

leadership of the committee. He also shared that he was encouraged by the discussion at the last 

meeting on data disproportionality issues and how the data needs to be more granular. Mr. Suarez 

expressed excitement that  there has recently been a more diverse group of prospective committee 

members attending the meetings.  

Vice Chair Nolan reported on the Read Across America program and shared her experience 

reading “Green Eggs and Ham” to Kindergarten students at John Adams Elementary School. She 

thanked Ms. Mary Gaddis, paraprofessional, for coordinating her visit. She also acknowledged 
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the ACPS educators who were awarded their National Board Certified Teacher certificates at a 

reception earlier in the evening.  

Ms. Thornton announced that the Patrick Henry and Douglas MacArthur Swing Space 

Collaborative Committee will be resuming meetings beginning, Monday, March 9, from 6:00-

7:00 pm. Some of the items discussed will include the bus survey, school start and end times, 

updates to the Patrick Henry site and additional construction that may be needed.  

Closed Meeting and Certification of Closed Meeting 

16. Closed Meeting and Certification of Closed Meeting 

Vice Chair Nolan moved that the Board convene a Closed Meeting pursuant to Virginia Code 

2.2-3711(A)(19) for the discussion of plans to protect public safety as it relates to vulnerabilities 

and briefings by staff members, concerning actions taken to respond to such matters or a related 

threat to public safety; discussion of information subject to the exclusion in subdivision 4 of 14 of 

Virginia Code 2.2.-3705.2 where discussion in an open meeting would jeopardize the safety of 

any person or the security of any facility, building, structure, or discussion of reports or plans 

related to the security of any building or structure, or the safety of persons using such building or 

structure.  

She further moved that the Board convene a Closed Meeting pursuant to Virginia Code 2.2-

3711(A)(29) for the discussion of the award of a public contract involving the expenditure of 

public funds, including interviews of bidders or offerors, and discussion of the term or scope of 

such contract, where discussion in an open session would adversely affect the bargaining position 

or negotiating strategy of the Board. 

She also moved that the Board convene a Closed Meeting pursuant to Virginia Code 2.2-

3711(A)(1) for the discussion and consideration of employment, performance, and contractual 

matters for 10 specific public employees. 

Ms. Greene seconded the motion.  

The vote was unanimous, 9-0, to convene a Closed Meeting. The motion carried. 

The Board moved into a Closed Meeting at 9:11 p.m. 

Vice Chair Nolan moved that pursuant to Virginia Code 2.2-3712, that the Board certifies that to 

the best of each member’s knowledge, only public business matters identified in the motion by 

which the Closed Meeting was convened, and which are lawfully exempted by the Freedom of 

Information Act, were heard, discussed or considered by the Board in the Closed Meeting held on 

March 5, 2020. 

Mr. Suarez seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, 9-0, to certify the Closed Meeting. 

The motion carried. 

Adjournment 

17. Adjourn 

On a motion by Ms. Gentry and seconded by Ms. Thornton, the Board voted unanimously, 9-0, to 

adjourn. The meeting ended at 11:24 p.m. 

 

       
_____________________________________   _______________________________ 

Cindy Anderson, Chair      Clerk/Deputy Clerk 

 

These minutes were adopted at the July 17, 2020 Virtual Special School Board Meeting. 


