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MINUTES  

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

ALEXANDRIA CITY SCHOOL BOARD  

May 9, 2019 (6:30 p.m.) 
 

 
ROLL CALL 
THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT AT THE MEETING: 

BOARD MEMBERS:  Cindy Anderson  

Veronica R. Nolan  

Meagan L. Alderton (arrived during closed meeting) 

Ramee A. Gentry 

Jacinta Greene  

Margaret Lorber 

Michelle Rief 

Christopher A. Suarez 

Heather Thornton 
 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Dr. Gregory C. Hutchings, Jr., Susan Neilson, Shanel Hill, Ewan 

Thompson, Bridget Williams, Kimberly Schell, Jennifer Lay 
 

Call to Order  

1. Meeting Called to Order by Chair Anderson  

Chair Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. All members of the School Board were 

present at the start of the meeting except for Ms. Alderton, who arrived during the closed 

meeting.   

 Closed Meeting and Certification of Closed Meeting  

2. Closed Meeting 

Ms. Gentry moved that the Board convene a closed meeting pursuant to VA Code 2.2-3711(A)(6) 

for the discussion or consideration of the investment of public funds where competition or 

bargaining is involved, and where if made public, would adversely affect the financial interest of 

the Board. 

Ms. Gentry further moved that the Board convene a closed meeting pursuant to VA Code 2.2-

3711(A)(29) for the discussion of the award of a public contract involving the expenditure of 

public funds, including interviews of bidders or offerors and discussion of the term or scope of 

such contract, where discussion in open session would adversely affect the bargaining position or 

negotiating strategy of the Board.   

Ms. Gentry further moved that the Board convene a closed meeting pursuant to VA Code 2.2-

3711(A)(1) for the discussion and consideration of employment, performance, and contractual 

matters for seven (7) specific public employees. 

Mr. Suarez seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, 8-0, to convene a closed meeting. 

The Board moved into a closed meeting at 6:33 p.m. 

3. Certification of Closed Meeting 

Vice Chair Nolan moved that pursuant to VA Code 2.2-3712, that the Board certify that to the 

best of each member’s knowledge, only public business matters identified in the motion by which 

the closed meeting was convened, and are lawfully exempted by the Freedom of Information Act, 

were heard, discussed or considered by the Board in the closed meeting held on May 9, 2019. 
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Ms. Greene seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, 9-0, to certify the closed meeting. 

The Board resumed the meeting in open session at 7:12 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance  

4. Pledge of Allegiance  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by students from Patrick Henry School. A group of The “Pop-

Up Squad” student group showed a video about what makes Patrick Henry and Alexandria 

special. Principal Ingrid Bynum gave closing remarks thanking the Superintendent and the School 

Board for the new  Patrick Henry building. 

Moment of Silence  

5. Observe a Moment of Silence 

A moment of silence was observed. 

Adoption of Meeting Agenda 

6. Adopt the Meeting Agenda for the May 9, 2019 School Board Meeting 

Vice Chair Nolan moved to adopt the meeting agenda for the May 9, 2019 School Board 

Meeting. Ms. Lorber seconded the motion.  

The vote to adopt the meeting agenda was unanimous, 9-0. The motion carried. 

Communications & Addresses to the Board 

7. Recognition of ACPS Poet Laureates 

Superintendent Hutchings introduced Ms. Kimberly Schell, Instructional Specialist for Secondary 

Language Arts, who remarked on the history of the Poet Laureate competition and introduced the 

school division’s Poet Laureates of the Year. The recipients read their poems upon recognition. 

 Julia Mickelsen – Third Grade, Douglas MacArthur, “Wheelchair”   

 Henry Miller – Fifth Grade, Mount Vernon Community School, “The Greatest Inventor”  

 Emma Lally – Tenth Grade, T.C. Williams High School, “Red”  

Dr. Hutchings congratulated the students and encouraged all students to keep writing because 

their voices matter. 

8. Recognition of Ana Humphrey 

Superintendent Hutchings congratulated Ana Humphrey, student scientist from T.C. Williams 

High School, for winning the 2019 Regeneron Science Talent Search, the nation’s most 

prestigious science and math competition for high school seniors. In addition to winning the 

Talent Search, Ms. Humphrey also won $250,000.00.  

Dr. Hutchings then introduced Ms. Jennifer Lay, Instructional Specialist for Science, who 

acknowledged Ms. Humphrey’s many accomplishments as a student scientist from 2014 to 2019. 

Dr. Hutchings closed by congratulating Ana, her family, and the ACPS teachers and school 

leaders who have supported her on her journey. 

9. Recognition of ACPS Science Fair Students  

Dr. Hutchings again introduced Ms. Jennifer Lay, Instructional Specialist for Science, to 

recognize the first place winners at the Northern Virginia Regional Science Fair, held in March.  
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The winners are: 

 

Isabel Blackburn, Francis C. Hammond Middle School, Microbiology  

Ruth Christino, George Washington Middle School, Biochemistry  

Lucia Gil-Reynolds and Evelyn Sirois, George Washington Middle School, Behavioral and 

Social Sciences  

Catherine Goldstein, George Washington Middle School, Environmental and Earth Sciences  

Shota Pinkowski, George Washington Middle School, Environmental and Earth Sciences  

Lucy Savarie, George Washington Middle School, Behavioral and Social Sciences  

Natalie Vaile, George Washington Middle School, Environmental and Earth Sciences  

Sydney Bell, T.C. Williams High School, Animal Science  

Brendan Doney and Owen Cardwell, T.C. Williams High School, Engineering 

Katherine Donnellan, and Nikolai Kosinski, T.C. Williams High School, Environmental and 

Earth Sciences 

Leslie Lytle, T.C. Williams High School, Chemistry 

Michaela McCormack, T.C. Williams High School, Behavioral and Social Services 

Tessa Naughton-Rockwell, T.C. Williams High School, Animal Science 

10. Public Hearing on FY 2020 Combined Funds and FY 2020-2029 CIP Budgets 

Ms. Dawn Lucas, ACPS staff member and EAA President, spoke about the custodial staff 

attrition process and advocated for retaining the custodial positions in the budget. 

Mr. Jamar Hines, ACPS custodial staff member, informed the Board that he has been employed 

by ACPS for 13 years and asked the Board to help him keep his job. 

Ms. Sharena Hollins, ACPS custodial staff member, spoke about how her current health benefits 

have helped provide medical care for her daughter. Ms. Hollins asked the Board to help her keep 

her position as a custodial worker so that she can retain her benefits. 

Ms. Shaliyah Hollins, community member, asked the Board to fund the custodial positions so her 

mother, Ms. Sharena Hollins, can keep her medical benefits, as she has significant health issues.  

Mr. Ernest Ward, ACPS custodial staff member, explained that the loss of his benefits would 

severely impact his health issues and asked the Board to help him and other custodians to retain 

their positions. 

Ms. Jackie Howell, ACPS custodial staff member, spoke about how she has assisted students and 

staff members at her school. Ms. Howell asked the Board to fully fund the custodial staff in the 

budget.  

Mr. Francis Chase, ACPS staff member, spoke in favor of funding the custodial staff in the 

budget. He spoke about how a former ACPS custodian, Mr. Armstrong, was the reason he 

remained a teacher at ACPS. 

11. Public Comments   

Mr. Zachary Roberts, ACPS student, asked the Board to allow students and staff to voice their 

issues at the Board level. 

Mr. Ricardo Roberts, ACPS parent, asked the Board to consider where students would have 

physical education classes if the old Patrick Henry School is used as swing space. Mr. Roberts 

also encouraged the Board to find the funds to keep the custodial staff.  

Mr. Ron Margiotta, community member, asked questions regarding the budget. Chair Anderson 

requested that he send his questions in writing to the Board.  
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12. Report from Dr. Gregory C. Hutchings, Jr. 

Superintendent Hutchings expressed that ACPS values its employees and recognizes how hard 

they work each day. He noted that he had been listening over the past several months to the 

feedback regarding transitioning the custodial positions, and announced a proposal that would 

allow custodial staff with at least 5 years of experience to remain ACPS employees.  

13. Report from Student Representatives Ewan Thompson and Bridget Williams 

Ms. Williams reported that the Student Representative to the School Board Selection Committee 

had met and forwarded the applications recommended for interviews to the Board leadership. She 

also highlighted “National Decision Day,” a day dedicated to seniors showcasing their next step 

after high school. Ms. Williams thanked the Culinary Arts program for delicious desserts, and 

encouraged students to visit the College and Career Center at T.C. Williams in order to utilize its 

many resources for students. 

Mr. Thompson gave an update on the Middle School Student Representative program, and noted 

that the application process was still open. He also mentioned that AP testing had started and 

wished students good luck as they enter the testing season. Mr. Thompson closed his report by 

remarking on the final performance of the T.C. Williams musical, “Beauty and the Beast.” He 

commended fellow Student Representative Bridget Williams on her performance. 

Old Business & Action Items 

14. High School Project Update  

Chief Operating Officer Mignon Anthony reported that since the last School Board meeting, staff 

had updated the High School Project webpage with a “Things to Know about the High School 

Project” column and provided monthly updates to the T.C. Williams staff. The next Board update 

will be on May 23, 2019. She noted the goal of providing enough information prior to the end of 

the school year for the Board to direct the summer project work.  

Consent Calendar 

15. Personnel Actions for the Month of April 2019 

16. FY 2019 Monthly Financial Report Ending March 31, 2019 

17. FY 2019 Budget Transfer Report for Q 3 

18. Contract Modification Request 

19. VSBA Excellence in Workforce Readiness Award Application 

20. Policy Revisions: BBD, BDDH/KD,EEA,IKFA,  

Regulatory Revisions: BDDH-R/KD-R, EEA-R/EEAB-R, IKFA-R 

Vice Chair Nolan moved to adopt the Consent Calendar. Mr. Suarez seconded the motion. 

The vote to adopt the Consent Calendar was unanimous, 9-0. The motion carried. 

Items Pulled from the Consent Calendar 

No items were pulled from the Consent Calendar. 

New Business and Reports to the Board 

There were no New Business and Reports to the Board items. 
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Board Chair’s Report 

21. Report from Cindy Anderson 

Chair Anderson reported on the T.C. Williams Spring musical and congratulated all who were 

involved.  

Announcements 

22. Announcements 

Ms. Lorber commented on the students’ phenomenal musicality and acting in the recent T.C. 

Williams musical.  

Vice Chair Nolan reported on the Technology Gallery Walk and noted how teachers from Cora 

Kelly utilized technology to increase language acquisition. She remarked that the work being 

implemented through this process is inspiring, and noted that it is Teacher Appreciation Week.  

Dr. Rief spoke about the Mount Vernon Community School Parent Liaison, Rosa Landeros, who 

received the NOVA district PTA Award as the Outstanding Staff Member of the Year. 

Ms. Greene noted that it is Teacher and Nurse Appreciation week, and thanked all teachers and 

nurses for everything they do. 

Ms. Williams spoke about the T.C. Williams “Everyday Titans” television show, during which 

students spoke positively about the teachers at T.C. Williams High School.  

Closed Meeting and Certification of Closed Meeting 

Vice Chair Nolan moved that the Board recess the School Board Meeting until the conclusion of 

the Work Session, when the Board will reconvene for a closed session. Mr. Suarez seconded the 

motion to recess. 

The vote to recess was unanimous. The Board recessed and moved into its budget Work Session. 

23. Closed Meeting and Certification of Closed Meeting 

At the conclusion of the Work Session, Vice Chair Nolan moved that the Board convene a closed 

meeting pursuant to VA Code 2.2-3711(A)(6), for discussion or consideration of the investment 

of public funds where competition or bargaining is involved, and where if made public, it would 

adversely affect the financial interest of the Board.  

Vice Chair Nolan further moved that the Board convene a closed meeting pursuant to VA Code 

2.2-3711(A)(29), for the discussion of the award of a contract involving the expenditure of public 

funds and discussion of the scope of such a contract, where discussion in open session would 

adversely affect the bargaining position of the Board.   

Ms. Greene seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, 9-0, to convene a closed meeting. 

The Board moved into a closed meeting at 9:30 p.m. 

Vice Chair Nolan moved that pursuant to VA Code 2.2-3712, that the Board certify that to the 

best of each member’s knowledge, only public business matters identified in the motion by which 

the closed meeting was convened, and are lawfully exempted by the Freedom of Information Act, 

were heard, discussed or considered by the Board in the Closed Meeting held on May 9, 2019. 

Ms. Gentry seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, 9-0, to certify the closed meeting. 

Adjournment 

24. Adjourn 

On a motion by Ms. Gentry and seconded by Ms. Alderton, the Board voted unanimously, 9-0, to 

adjourn. The meeting ended at 10:23 p.m. 
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_____________________________________   _______________________________ 

Cindy Anderson, Chair         Clerk/Deputy Clerk 

These minutes were adopted at the June 6, 2019 School Board Meeting. 

 


