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MINUTES  

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

ALEXANDRIA CITY SCHOOL BOARD  

June 21, 2018 (6:00 p.m.) 
 

 
ROLL CALL 
THE FOLLOWING BOARD MEMBERS WERE PRESENT AT THE MEETING: 

BOARD MEMBERS:  Ramee A. Gentry  

Cindy Anderson  

Ronnie Campbell 

William E. Campbell 

Henry E. Cardwell (absent) 

Karen Graf 

Christopher J. Lewis  

Margaret Lorber 

Veronica R. Nolan 
 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Dr. Lois Berlin, Jennifer Abbruzzese, Susan Neilson, Dr. Terri Mozingo, 

Dr. Barbara Nowak, Jeffrey Carpenter, Mignon Anthony, Debra Yap, Clinton Page, Dr. Jennifer Meller, 

Michael Humphreys, Carolyn Griglione, Dr. Elizabeth Hoover 
 

 
Call to Order  

1. Meeting Called to Order by Chair Gentry  

Chair Gentry called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. All members of the School Board were 

present at the start of the meeting except for Dr. Cardwell, who was on travel related to work.   

 Closed Meeting and Certification of Closed Meeting  

2. Closed Meeting 

Vice Chair Anderson moved that the Board convene a closed meeting pursuant to VA Code 2.2-

3711(A)(1) for the discussion and consideration of employment, performance and contractual 

matters for ten (10) specific employees. She further moved that the Board convene a closed 

meeting pursuant to VA Code 2.2-3711(A)(29) for the discussion of the award of a contract 

involving the expenditure of public funds, and discussion of the scope of such a  contract, where 

discussion in open session would adversely affect the bargaining position of the Board.   

Ms. Lorber seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, 8-0, to convene a closed meeting. 

The Board moved into a closed meeting at 6:08 p.m. 

The Board returned from the closed meeting at 7:06 p.m. 

3. Certification of Closed Meeting 

Vice Chair Anderson moved that pursuant to VA Code 2.2-3712, that the Board certify that to the 

best of each member’s knowledge, only public business matters identified in the motion by which 

the closed meeting was convened, and are lawfully exempted by the Freedom of Information Act, 

were heard, discussed or considered by the Board in the Closed Meeting held on June 21, 2018. 
 

Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, 8-0, to certify the closed meeting. 
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Pledge of Allegiance  

4. Pledge of Allegiance  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Moment of Silence  

5. Observe a Moment of Silence 

A moment of silence was observed. 

Adoption of Meeting Agenda 

6. Adopt the Meeting Agenda for the June 21, 2018 School Board Meeting 

Ms. Lorber moved to adopt the meeting agenda for the June 21, 2018 School Board Meeting. Mr. 

Campbell seconded the motion.  

Vice Chair Anderson moved to amend the agenda to remove the George Washington Middle 

School (GWMS) Cafeteria Renovation Update from Old Business and Action Items. Mr. 

Campbell seconded the motion. Vice Chair Anderson noted that although this item was pulled 

from the agenda it would be appearing as a Board Brief on Friday, June 22, 2018. 

The vote to approve removing the GWMS Cafeteria Renovation Update from the agenda was 

unanimous, 8-0. The motion carried. 

The vote to adopt the amended meeting agenda for June 21, 2018 was unanimous, 8-0. The 

motion carried. 

Communications & Addresses to the Board 

7. Recognition of Dr. Lois F. Berlin, Interim Superintendent 

Chair Gentry invited Dr. Mozingo to give remarks on behalf of the staff to thank Dr. Berlin for 

her service to Alexandria City Public Schools. School Board Members individually thanked Dr. 

Berlin. 

8. Public Comments 

Ellen Taverna, SEAC Vice Chair and parent, spoke about the Students with Disabilities 

Evaluation recommendations and encouraged the School Board to act boldly to help ACPS 

students achieve success. 

Janet Eissenstat, SEAC Chair and parent, spoke about the Students with Disabilities Evaluation, 

shared observations about the recommendations, and encouraged the School Board to address 

weaknesses not addressed in the evaluation. 

Daniel Dawit, ACPS student, spoke in support of keeping John Adams Elementary School staff 

member, Ms. Diazareen Ford, at the school. 

Molly Dawit, ACPS student, spoke in support of keeping Ms. Ford at John Adams. 

Zion Bezu, ACPS parent, spoke in support of keeping Ms. Ford at John Adams. 

Meutia Bakri, ACPS parent, spoke in support of keeping Ms. Ford at John Adams.  

Helen Ashagre, ACPS parent, spoke about school safety, excessive staff turnover and in support 

of keeping Ms. Ford at John Adams Elementary School. 

Ana Benavides, ACPS parent, spoke in support of keeping Ms. Ford at John Adams. 

Dawn Lucas, EAA President and ACPS Staff Member, spoke about the TELL Survey results, the 

decline of participation in the survey by staff members, and the decline of customer service by 

ACPS departments.  
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Mary Gaddis, EAA Representative and ACPS Staff Member, spoke in support of keeping Ms. 

Ford at John Adams.  

Ashley Chappell, parent, spoke about the policy that prevents private school students from 

accessing ACPS online classes. She noted that online classes are full and that ample access is not 

being met for ACPS and other students. 

Samantha Strauss, ACPS parent, spoke in support of the new recess law that increases recess time 

for students in ACPS. 

Jasmine Vyas, ACPS parent, spoke in support of the new recess law and how it benefits students 

and learning. 

Margaret McLaughlin, ACPS parent, spoke in support of the new recess law and how it will 

benefit students, teachers and the entire school. 

Emily Carlsen, ACPS parent, spoke on behalf of the Matthew Maury Elementary School PTA, 

and thanked the School Board for supporting increased recess for students. 

Jeff Murphy, Head Boys and Girls Rugby Coach at T.C. Williams High School, thanked the 

Board for the increased funding that provided uniforms, participation fees and four coaching 

positions for the rugby teams. He also noted the success of the student athletes on his teams. 

Old Business & Action Items 

9. Facilities Audit Update 

From April through August of 2017, an audit of the Facilities Department was conducted that 

focused on four major areas: Facilities Planning and Management; Facilities Maintenance; 

Custodial Services; and Grounds Management. Findings and recommendations from the audit 

were presented in October 2017. Since the February 22, 2018 update on this subject, progress has 

been made on most of the recommendations. Of the 10 recommendations listed in the audit; 40% 

have been fully implemented, 10% are on schedule, 35% are behind schedule but in progress, and 

management disagrees with 15% of the recommendations.  

10. George Washington Middle School Cafeteria Renovation Update 

This item was removed during the adoption of the meeting agenda and may be viewed at this link. 

11. Policy EBCD: Emergency School Closures, Delayed Opening and Early Dismissal 

Ms. Jennifer Abbruzzese, Clerk of the Board and Policy Liaison, gave an update on revisions 

made to Policy EBCD since the last Board Meeting. Policy EBCD is being renamed “Emergency 

School Closures, Delayed Opening and Early Dismissal.” EBCD-R: Regulations for School 

Closings and Employee Work Schedules, is being renamed “Emergency School Closures, 

Delayed Opening and Early Dismissal Regulations.” This policy and regulation have been revised 

to address and clarify the procedures to be followed, the staff reporting structure, and the methods 

of information dissemination during school closures, delayed openings and early dismissals due 

to inclement weather, emergencies, or building system failures. Since being presented at the May 

24, 2018 Board Meeting, Regulation EBCD-R has been revised to clarify that in cases of early 

dismissal, non-administrative licensed staff, paraprofessionals and school security officers will be 

released after students have been dismissed and buses have departed. If needed, principals may 

require some staff to remain to supervise students until all students have left the premises. 

Principals will make the decision to release staff in consultation with the Superintendent and/or 

Central Office administrators. In addition, GCBD-R: Staff Leaves and Absences Regulations, has 

been revised to clarify that for employees on leave during emergency closures, delayed openings 

or early dismissals, they will not be charged personal, annual or sick leave for the time designated 

as an emergency closure, except for essential personnel. 

https://esbpublic.acps.k12.va.us/public_agendaview.aspx?mtgId=1324
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Mr. Campbell moved to adopt Policy EBCD: Emergency School Closures, Delayed Opening and 

Early Dismissal. Vice Chair Anderson seconded the motion. The vote to adopt Policy EBCD was 

unanimous, 8-0. The motion carried. 

12. Policy FF: Non-Sponsored Naming and Renaming of School Division Facilities 

Ms. Abbruzzese gave an update on Policy FF: Non-Sponsored Naming and Renaming of School 

Division Facilities, which was reviewed during the April 26, 2018 and May 31, 2018 Work 

Sessions. Due to lessons learned from the recent facility naming process, Policy FF’s framework 

and guidelines have been revised to reflect Board Member feedback from both Work Sessions. 

After further discussion about the policy, the Board decided to bring this policy back in 

September. 

13. Policy JHCD: Administration of Medications to Students 

Ms. Abbruzzese gave an update on Policy JHCD: Administration of Medications to Students. 

Last revised in 2015, this policy and regulation were presented to the School Board at its June 7, 

2018 Board Meeting. They have been updated to outline the process of administering prescription 

and non-prescription/non-controlled medication during the school day and at school sponsored 

events. Additional information is provided on self-care and self-administration of prescription 

medications for diabetes, asthma and/or food allergies. Other provisions include information on 

the handling, storage, monitoring, documentation and disposal of medication, as well as the use of 

emergency medication. 

Vice Chair Anderson moved to approve Policy JHCD. Mr. Campbell seconded the motion. 

Ms. Graf moved to amend Policy JHCD: Administration of Medications to Students and change 

the word “nurse” to “nurse practitioner” in the first sentence of Section II of the phrase 

“...licensed prescriber’s or nurse’s written order...” Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. 

Dr. Nowak advised that a nurse practitioner is already included in the term “licensed prescriber.” 

Ms. Graf made a friendly amendment to remove the word “nurse” from the first sentence of 

Section II. Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. 

The vote on the amendment to strike the word “nurse” from the first sentence of section II was 7-

1. Ms. Nolan voted against the amendment. The motion carried. 

The vote to approve Policy JHCD as amended, was 7-1. Ms. Nolan voted against adopting the 

policy. The motion carried. 

Regulation JHCD-R will return in September with revisions as discussed by the Board. 

14. Policy JHCF: Student Wellness 

Ms. Abbruzzese gave an update on Policy JHCF: Student Wellness. Last reviewed in 2017, this 

policy and regulation been revised to develop weather guidelines for outdoor student activities. 

Mr. Campbell moved to approve Policy JHCF: Student Wellness and the accompanying 

regulation. Vice Chair Anderson seconded the motion. 

Mr. Lewis moved to amend the language in JHCF-R to move the last sentence of section IV that 

reads, “It should be limited in its use and should always have pedagogical underpinnings,” to be 

the second sentence. He further moved that the sentence that begins, “Video content that actively 

engages...,” should begin a new paragraph of that section. Vice Chair Anderson seconded the 

motion. 
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The vote to approve the amended language in section IV was unanimous, 8-0. The motion 

carried. 

The vote to approve Policy JHCF: Student Wellness as amended, was unanimous, 8-0. The 

motion carried.   

15. Resolution to Explore School Board Election Cycle and Composition Adjustments 

Ms. Abbruzzese presented the Resolution to Explore School Board Election Cycle and 

Composition Adjustments. Any changes to the School Board’s term, election cycle, and/or 

composition would necessitate the Virginia General Assembly’s approval of an amendment to the 

Alexandria City Charter. As the Code of Virginia requires that the School Board’s and City 

Council’s terms of office and election cycles must coincide, such amendments would affect both 

of Alexandria’s elected bodies. This would necessitate embarking on a community engagement 

and public comment process that would likely include such feedback instruments as surveys, 

public hearings, and a citywide referendum. To open a dialogue with Council and the public on 

the benefits and impacts of various transition options, the School Board requested a resolution be 

drafted to serve as a starting point for consideration of the matter. 

Ms. Lorber moved to approve the resolution. Vice Chair Anderson seconded the motion. 

Ms. Graf moved to amend the language of the second bullet item to add the word “possibly” 

before the phrase “include at-large Members.” Mr. Lewis seconded the motion.  

The vote to amend the language of the resolution to add the word “possibly” was unanimous, 8-0. 

The motion carried. 

The vote to approve the Resolution to Explore School Board Election Cycle and Composition 

Adjustments was unanimous, 8-0. The motion carried. 

Consent Calendar 

16. Personnel Actions for the Month of May 2018 

17. Personnel Matter 

18. FY 2018 Monthly Financial Report Ending May 31, 2018 

19. K-5 Textbook Adoption 

20. Advanced Placement (AP) Computer Science A Textbook Adoption 

21. Contract for Mount Vernon Community School Playground Renovations 

22. Contract for Francis C. Hammond Cafeteria Modernization 

23. Budget Transfer from the CIP Reserve Account to Support the Jefferson-Houston 

Infrastructure Repair Project 

24. Entitlement Grants: Title I, Title II, Title III 

25. Title IV, Part A Grant Application 

26. 2018 ACPS Athletic Hall of Fame Nominees 

27. Budget Advisory Committee (BAC) Report on the FY 2019 Combined-Funds Budget and 

Staff Response 

28. Appoint Tracey Roberson to the Athletic Hall of Fame Advisory Committee 

29. Appoint Robert Trout to the Athletic Hall of Fame Advisory Committee 

30. Appoint Sukumar Rao to the Budget Advisory Committee 

31. Appoint Patrick Byrnett to the CTE Advisory Committee 

32. Appoint Linda Zanin to the CTE Advisory Committee 

33. Appoint Cindy Hart to the Special Education Advisory Committee 

34. Re-Appoint Sandra Strachan-Vieira to the Special Education Advisory Committee 

35. Re-Appoint Maeve O’Connor to the Special Education Advisory Committee 

36. Re-Appoint Deborah Bowers to the School Health Advisory Board 

37. Appoint Connie Johnson to the School Health Advisory Board 
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38. Minutes for the May 24, 2018 and June 7, 2018 School Board Meetings 

Mr. Lewis moved to adopt the Consent Calendar. Mr. Campbell seconded the motion. 

The vote to adopt the Consent Calendar was unanimous, 8-0. The motion carried. 

Items Pulled from the Consent Calendar 

No items were pulled from the Consent Calendar. 

New Business and Reports to the Board 

39. Students with Disabilities Evaluation Update 

Mr. Clinton Page, Chief Accountability Officer, introduced Dr. Jennifer Meller, Project 

Developer, of the Public Consulting Group. ACPS has been working with Public Consulting 

Group (PCG) to evaluate services to students with disabilities during the 2017-18 school year. 

The purpose of the update was to provide the Board with information about the work completed 

to date and next-steps, and to review the high-level commendations and recommendations as a 

preview to the final full report and presentation in September 2018. 

40. ACPS Swimming Program Update 

Mr. Michael Humphreys, Health and PE Specialist, presented information about the SPLASH 

(Students Physically Learning about Swimming and Health) Program. Three different elementary 

schools (Samuel Tucker, John Adams and James K. Polk) participated in the program this year at 

the Chinquapin Park Recreation Center and Aquatics Facility. The program has been a great 

success and plans are in place to start it at four more schools next year. Ms. Carolyn Griglione, 

Program Coordinator and ACPS Volunteer of the Year, presented information about the lessons 

taught and student achievement in the program. 

41. ACPS Technology Plan 

Dr. Elizabeth Hoover, Chief Technology Officer, presented information about the ACPS 

Technology Plan.  The plan’s purpose is to support the school division in its mission that Every 

Student Succeeds. The plan is one component of how ACPS aligns work and resources to achieve 

its mission.  

42. FY 2018 ACPS Summer Projects and Priorities 

Dr. Lois Berlin, Interim Superintendent, presented the FY 2018 ACPS Summer Projects and 

Priorities. The summer months represent an important time for planning, program development, 

and professional learning. Department leaders have identified initiatives and processes to 

undertake during this period in preparation for the start of academic year 2018-19. While the 

majority of the projects will be completed by the end of the summer, some will continue into the 

school year.  

Chair’s Report 

43. Report from Ramee A. Gentry 

Chair Gentry wished students and staff a wonderful summer. 

Superintendent’s Report 

44. Report from Dr. Lois F. Berlin 

Interim Superintendent Berlin thanked staff and Board Members for their kind words. She noted 

it had been an honor and a privilege to serve as the Interim Superintendent. She highlighted the 
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T.C. Williams graduation, the adoption of the budget, reorganization efforts within ACPS, and 

launching the high school capacity project. She also noted that there are things ACPS can 

improve on, and that the school division will be in good hands under Dr. Hutchings’ leadership.  

Announcements 

45. Announcements 

There were no Board Member announcements. 

Closed Meeting and Certification of Closed Meeting 

46. Closed Meeting and Certification of Closed Meeting 
 

Vice Chair Anderson moved that the Board convene a closed meeting pursuant to VA Code 2.2-

3711(A)(1) for the discussion and consideration of employment, performance and contractual 

matters for five specific employees. 
 

Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, 8-0, to convene a closed meeting. 
 

The Board moved into a closed meeting at 12:38 a.m. 
 

Vice Chair Anderson moved that pursuant to VA Code 2.2-3712, that the Board certify that to the 

best of each member’s knowledge, only public business matters identified in the motion by which 

the closed meeting was convened, and are lawfully exempted by the Freedom of Information Act, 

were heard, discussed or considered by the Board in the Closed Meeting held on June 21, 2018. 
 

Mr. Campbell seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, 8-0, to certify the closed meeting. 

Adjournment 

47. Adjourn 

On a motion by Mr. Lewis and seconded by Mr. Campbell, the Board voted unanimously, 8-0, to 

adjourn. The meeting ended at 1:16 a.m. on June 22, 2018. 

 

     
_____________________________________   _______________________________ 

Ramee A. Gentry, Chair      Clerk/Deputy Clerk 

These minutes were adopted at the December 20, 2018 School Board Meeting. 

 


